
 
 
 
 

NOTICE TO AFFILIATED PHYSICIANS 
 

 As a physician affiliated with an HCA facility, HCA wanted to outline some key 
principles to consider when making referrals.  The purpose of this notice is to remind 
you, as an employee, independent contractor, or staff physician of the Hospital or its 
affiliates, that patient care needs, and not business considerations, should dictate any 
referrals of a patient to a particular ambulatory surgery center or other facility.  As you 
may know, an affiliate of St. David’s South Austin Medical Center (the “Hospital”) has 
an ownership interest in SURGICARE OF SOUTH AUSTIN (the “Center”).  However, 
you are under no obligation to refer to the Center.  Instead, any referrals should be made 
based upon the following considerations: 
 

• Your exercise of independent professional judgment, 
• The specific medical needs of your patient, 
• The capabilities of any particular facility to satisfy the medical needs of your 

patient, 
• Preferences expressed by your patient, and 
• Any payor restrictions. 
 
Further, we want to confirm and assure you of the following: 
 
• Any compensation paid to you by the Hospital or its affiliates will not be related, 

directly or indirectly, to the volume or value of referrals or other business 
generated by you to, or for, the Center or to any physicians or physician groups 
who invest in the Center.  All compensation paid for services will be consistent 
with the fair market value of those services. 

 
• The Hospital and its affiliates will take no actions requiring or influencing you to 

refer patients to the Center or to any physician or group holding an ownership 
interest in the Center except as may be required as a condition of ownership in the 
Center under the terms of the Center’s partnership agreement[s] in order to 
conform to certain requirements of the ASC safe harbor to the Federal Anti-
kickback Statute, or otherwise to guard against inappropriate referrals to the 
Center. 

 
• Any decisions that you make regarding your patients’ medical care should be 

made in accordance with the guidelines detailed above, although the Center, the 
Hospital or one of its affiliates may periodically contact you to obtain your 
thoughts and suggestions about the services available at the Hospital and any of 
its affiliates, including the Center, or the ways in which the Center can improve its 
services. 
 

If you have any questions regarding this notice, please contact the Hospital medical 
staff office. 

 


