
 
Pulmonary Medicine / Critical Care Services 

Criteria for Clinical Ultrasound Privileges 
 

Definition: Ultrasound performed by qualified pulmonary and critical care medicine practitioner in the critical care setting is a focused 
examination performed at the bedside, in conjunction with the clinical exam, resuscitation or procedure to aid in diagnosis and to facilitate 
patient management and disposition. 

 

Qualifications for Clinical Ultrasound Privileges: 
To be granted privileges in the use of ultrasound in Critical Care, Physicians would; 
 

1)  Have a letter from a facility where they are currently privileged stating they have unrestricted privileges in ultrasound at that facility. If the 

facility does not define formal ultrasound privileges, have a letter from the Chief Medical Officer, Department Chair, or Chief of Staff attesting 

that they are currently utilizing ultrasound in the ICU and have not had any quality issues. 

OR 

2)   Have a letter from the program director where they trained attesting to their competency and if possible case logs 

OR                                                                                                       

3)  If previously trained but unable to submit a letter confirming training and competency and not currently privileged at another facility; a 

Critical Care physician would be required to successfully complete the CEA “short course” in ultrasound training or a similar course with proof 

of completion. 

OR                                                                                                                               

4) If a Critical Care physician has never had been trained in ultrasound they would be required to successfully complete the CEA “long course” in 

ultrasound training or a similar course with proof of completion. 
 

DIAGNOSTIC INDICATIONS - including but not limited to: 

CARDIAC Detection of pericardial fluid and/or cardiac wall motion 
IVC Detection of IVC collapse 
AORTA Identification of aortic aneurysm or dissection 
PROCEDURAL INDICATIONS - including but not limited to: 
PROCEDURAL GUIDANCE Ultrasound guided procedures, including but not limited to 

paracentesis, thoracentesis, and placement of CVCs. 
 

Definition of Courses 
Short course – Minimum of 2 hours: 
The Short Course (refresher course) would include a minimum of 2 
hours review of the following: 
 
1. Basics of ultrasound physics and the ultrasound machine 

functionality (‘knobology’) 
2. Didactic, live, and hands-on review of emergency abdominal 

sonography (Including detection of pericardial fluid and/or 
cardiac wall motion 

3. Detection of IVC collapse 
4. Aorta scan 
5. Use of ultrasound to assist with placing central lines 
 

Long course – Minimum of 5 hours: 
A more detailed and longer course would include a minimum of 5 
hours review of the following: 
 
1. In depth review of ultrasound physicians, in particular, common 

artifacts seen 
2. Basic techniques of holding probes and how to orient the probes 
3. Ultrasound machine functionality (‘knobology’) 
4. Didactic, live, and hands-on review of emergency abdominal 

sonography with volunteer models (actual people) 
5. Topics to be covered include detection of pericardial fluid and/or 

cardiac wall motion, detection of IVC collapse,  aorta, and central 
lines 
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